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Joep Nicolas, a descendant of a French family of stained glass artists, was born 
in Holland where he lived and worked until the threat of war brought him to 
New York in 1939. In Europe he was known as one of the greatest living artists 
in the field. He executed many stained glass windows for modern secular build- 
ings as well as for churches. He worked for the Queen of Holland and for King 
Leopold of the Belgians, and his largest single window (700 square feet) was 
commissioned by the American Lawyers Association to celebrate the three hun- 
dredth anniversary of Hugo Grotius’s De Jure Belli ac Pacis. This window was 
inaugurated in 1930 by Frank B. Kellogg, then President of the International 
Court of Justice, in the ‘‘ Nieuwe Kerk” at Delft. Nicolas worked in Holland, 
Belgium, France, Germany, and Italy, and was awarded grand prizes in Paris in 
1925, in Milan in 1933, and at the Brussels World’s Fair in 1935. He was a mem- 
ber of the art jury at the Paris World’s Fair in 1937. A master craftsman, who 
likes to work in many techniques, Nicolas believes that a designer should con- 
tinuously renew his inspiration by keeping in close contact with the materials 
with which he expresses himself. Among his works in this country are thirty- 
seven windows for the Fairmount Presbyterian Church in Cleveland (reproduc- 
tions in Life magazine, April 6, 1941); glass murals in the main dining room of the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railway Station, Chicago, Illinois; decorations of the 
Flamingo Room in the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York City, and mosaics for 
the Bishops’ mausoleum in the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Hunt- 
ington, Long Island. Nicolas also decorated the Church of Saint Joseph, in 
Nymegen (Holland) and the Church of Saint Ignatius College, Amsterdam. 
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A Stained Glass 
Window by 
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